Environmental Law

Seminar 2

Ross – ‘Modern Interpretations of Sustainable Development’ (2009) 36 Journal of Law and Society 32

Main Concept
· ‘Ecological sustainability’ – The core of sustainable development - sustainability within the earths capacity rather than within our economical, social perspective (‘Weak Sustainability’)

· Chambers 2000 – ‘much of today’s income comes stems from liquidating our social and natural assets’

· A need to focus on improving supply and reducing consumption rather than relying on improvements in technology to compensate for our environmental damage
Weak Sustainability

· ‘Business as usual’ attitude towards the environment as with any other capital. The environment needs special protections
· Critique = ‘Strong Sustainability’ would mean failing to use environmental capital which is crucial to humans well being – Anthropocentric approach
Bosselmann

· Ecological sustainability should be a legal principle

· Recognises that ecosystems are not confined to private property barriers e.g air pollution, however, the law can provide parameters for the direction of change

Climate Change
· Critique = environmental law is always ‘disaster driven’. A need to be proactive rather than reactive 

· Although climate change is one of earths biggest threats, cannot focus on reducing climate change solely
· Consequences of further harm e.g Carbon Capture and Storage reduces aims to reduce pollution, however, pollution is created through is mass transportation after capture and there is a risk of large carbon leaks

Delivery of Change

· Earth Charter (2000)

· Focuses on earth as a basis for life rather than a human commodity 

· Recognises that ‘once basic human needs are met, human development is about being more not having more’ – focus on well being and happiness in which a healthy environment is crucial too

· Change will be a process not a product. Needs to be supported by morals and social norms
· Elkins = ecological sustainability does not disregard our economy. It is an economic objective in itself – links all three components of sustainable development (social, environmental and economic). Once ecological sustainability establishes the earths limits, economic trade offs can occur 

Leadership and Curbing Consumption

· Advances in technology = more exploitation of the environment

· Technology is not the answer – curbing consumption is

· Reduce waste

· Making things that last and reusing them

· Moral changes

· Moral change may need to be pressured by incentives and or use of the market e.g London congestion charge/Republic of Ireland 90% decrease in the purchase of plastic bags since introducing a fee

· Although this is a process that works – shows us that the economy still decides our priorities

A shift is needed from ‘managing resources’ to ‘managing ourselves’

